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Minutes of the P.S. 204 PTA Meeting  

Thursday, November 17, 2022 
@7:00 P.M. via Zoom 

 
Present at Meeting: 
Josephine Cangelosi (President) 
Jessica Cabral (Vice President) 
Rose Compoccia (Treasurer) 
Maria Cangelosi (Recording Secretary) 
Debra Thompson (Corresponding Secretary) 
Jaime Pei (Financial Secretary) 
Roseann Sainato (Principal) 
31 attendees in total 
 

I. Approval of Minutes 

The October PTA meeting minutes were shared and approved. 
 

*Josephine Cangelosi (President) welcomes everyone to our November PTA meeting. She starts recording this 
meeting and asks for everyone to fill out the attendance form in the chat. Our guest, Superintendent Dr. Pretto will 
answer any questions related to our school. 
 
*Dr. Pretto thanks everyone for having him at the PTA meeting. He knows there are many questions about middle 
school applications, screened program admissions, DESSA, and after school programs. He is advocating for more 
after-school programs and for a way to provide childcare/after school for Pre-K. The DOE to the Mayor’s office is 
aware funding needs to be created for more seats.  
 

II. Consideration of Open Issues 

Mrs. Dennis (parent) thanks Dr. Pretto for helping her with an after-school issue. Her child was waitlisted for 
after-school, and her child was offered a seat. Mrs. Sainato explains that the school received additional funding 
and 35 extra after-school seats became available. Dr. Pretto says he is happy that it worked out for her. 
 
Debra Thompson (PTA Corresponding Secretary) speaks about a district wide shortage of Occupational therapists 
that has been an ongoing issue. Question: Is there a plan in place to get support for the children not receiving 
mandated services? 
Question: What support will be provided to teachers with the science of reading and structure literacy and the 
change from a three queuing system to a more explicit instruction regarding literacy? Dr. Pretto states he will 
follow up with the special education supervisor. When there is a shortage of related service providers (OT/PT), 
especially a bilingual license requirement, they get outsourced to agencies or independent contractors to provide 
the service in school. He is not aware of any issues at P.S.204. Regarding the science of reading, the district has a 
strong approach to phonetic awareness. Most schools use research programs like Wilson’s fundations. Many 
schools are now using Orton Gillingham for teaching phonics and phonemic awareness, as well as their curriculum 



materials. Some schools invest yearly in training teachers in Orton Gillingham, especially grades K-2, ENL, and 
special education teachers. We have adjusted in response to the pandemic impact to support children by 
increasing teacher training. When students are not making progress with the whole group instruction, they get 
support by a trained teacher in small group instruction. The Chancellor’s office has approved only certain 
programs for phonics and phonemic awareness instruction for foundational literacy. Mrs. Sainato is a great 
support because she is also a reading recovery trained teacher. 
 
Debra-Question: What about different approaches for grades 3-5? Michelle Bennett (Assistant Principal) responds 
that all K-5 teachers have been trained in spire. Any student in ICT who needs more support in phonics can 
receive additional spire instruction. Students in grades K-2 receive fundations as foundational literacy and geodes 
with decodable text. In grades 3-5, Mrs. Cosmai (AIS teacher) looked at I-ready data to identify students in need of 
phonics instruction, and they are getting fundations instruction, too. We are moving away from a three-queuing 
system (guided reading approach), but not abandoning it entirely because there are some students who are 
making progress. In January, we will see the progress made incorporating decodable text and Acadience data. 
 
Josephine-Question: Can you follow up on the extra security guard we need? Dr. Pretto speaks about his visit at 
dismissal, which was safe. The traffic cleared out in less than ten minutes. The buses were the biggest issue. He 
spoke with Mrs. Sainato and gave ideas and tips on what can be done. Regarding safety agents, the Chancellor 
announced a new class that graduated. Many schools have desired more safety agents, but in elementary schools, 
fewer will be assigned. The need has been made clear to the DOE and NYPD. Mrs. Sainato explains that there was a 
safety meeting on Wednesday. There was a discussion that cars were ticketed, and things have been smoother. A 
second safety agent would be great, but unfortunately the city is having a big need and luckily, we are not a school 
who is in need. Safety is our priority for children and families. Dr. Pretto will continue to advocate for an 
additional safety agent.  
 
Kailyn Bille (parent)-Last year students were able to apply to schools outside of their district, but this year they 
are only limited to those within the district. Dr. Pretto explains that the schools that the students can apply to in all 
middle schools and high schools are based off the admissions method of that school. There are schools that 
children in District 20 can apply to outside of the district, but those schools they are applying to have an 
admissions method that accepts children from the entire borough of Brooklyn or have a citywide admissions 
method. Students outside of District 20 can only apply to schools they are zoned for in District 20. Some students 
are zoned for District 15 for elementary school, but they are close to the border, so their zoning becomes a District 
20 school for Middle School.  
 
Rose Compoccia (PTA Treasurer)-A parent applies to Christa McCauliffe, a non-zoned school with a screened 
program and 300 seats as a 1st choice. Then, applies to Madeleine Brennan, a zoned school with a screened 
program and 100 seats as a 2nd choice. Question: Does that make his chance less of getting into the school with the 
100 seats because it is his 2nd choice? Dr. Pretto responds that the chances are lower every time you put the 
program lower on your application, so you have a higher chance to get into your 1st choice than you do your 2nd 
choice. Question: If it is down to the last seat of the program and the students both have the same grades, who 
would get that seat? Dr. Pretto explains that the lottery number next to your name in school is the tie breaker. The 
discussion around the screened program and the number of seats has made him think about the future programs 
for the district, so parents are getting the services they are expecting. In December, a task force is being organized 
with parent leaders, president council members, the district leadership team, title one chairs, SLT members, and 
principals. The goal will be to create a recommendation for the design of a program that can be replicated in 
multiple schools and do not currently exist. He is open to a superintendent program where teachers are trained, 
and the program can be monitored for quality. Teachers meet the expectations and implementation of the 
program. Rose-Question: Will there be a criteria for the program? Dr. Pretto responds that going through the 
process with the community to see if that is a required step. Christa McCauliffe is the only school that is not for 
zoned students. It has always been a screened program. Rose expresses the unfairness that the screener seats in 
Madeleine Brennan will fill up quickly. Kaitlyn responds to apply to the zoned school. Dr. Pretto says that all 
programs at Madeleine Brennan are great. Rose says that a child who gets good grades and top scores on state 
tests may not get into the screened program. Dr. Pretto says that is why we need to create a program that 
recognizes all the hard work that the child has done. 
 



A. Onofre (parent) asks Mrs. Dennis to translate. There was an incident at the school. Her child was coming from 
charter school. There was an issue about 4th grade grades being transferred from the charter school to public 
school and being loaded into the DOE system for the middle school application process. Dr. Pretto was aware of 
the situation and stated that Sylvia from the district office emailed her the steps to take with the family welcome 
center where they handle grades being updated. The concern is for other parents facing this and that the school 
did not have the information to help her with this process. Dr. Pretto explains that the student and family 
information to be centrally online is relatively new and transferring information, such as charter school grades, is 
even newer.  
 
Mrs. Dennis expresses that she understands Rose’s frustration because her child was waitlisted for gifted and 
talented. Since there were limited seats, he did not get in. The concern is for the students who deserve and qualify 
for a program, but do not get the opportunity because of the limited seats, 
 
Rose-Question: If you begin a superintendent program with more seats, is that for the incoming sixth graders or 
would that be school-wide? Dr. Pretto responds that we will have to go through the process of recommendations 
of a more rigorous program. The superintendent’s program was a screened program with only grades when it first 
started. Then, they added test scores and attendance.  
 
Becky Wang (parent)-The screened program is currently open for student entering middle school next year, but 
her daughter who is in 6th grade now did not have a choice. Question: If you are admitted into the screened 
program, will they stay in that program all three years? Dr. Pretto says that once they are accepted into the 
program, they must stay for the three years. The program was designed for the course of these three years.  
 
Mrs. Bonomolo (Assistant Principal) shares that there is a question in the chat regarding middle school. Question: 
MS936 only goes up to 7th grade, is it because they are new? Dr. Pretto says since they opened in 2021, the 
students who began in 6th grade will be in 8th grade next year.  
 
Dr. Pretto concludes with the outcomes for our students in District 20 are incredible compared to the rest of the 
city. He wants to make sure that they are doing everything to design a program with a more rigorous experience. 
We want programs for students to be on the path to being ready for college or for a career. He is open to 
discussions around these ideas. He is taking all the feedback and will share updates. 
 
Mrs. Sainato (Principal) thanks Dr. Pretto for his time and appreciates him having the opportunity to listen to our 
school community.  
 
Mrs. Bonomolo-Chat Question: How are waitlist numbers given? She responds that happens as a part of middle 
school. If your zoned school is listed on the application, and you do not match to others above it, then you will get 
a seat in your zoned school because you have priority there. If you do not have your zoned school on the 
application at all, you may end up on a waitlist. If those seats fill up, you can be given a seat in the district. Please 
list your zoned school on your middle school application. If there are other programs, you are interested in listing 
them first, but also apply to your zoned school. 
 
Kaitlyn-Question: What happens if my child gets accepted to a school and I turn it down? Mrs. Bonomolo says that 
you cannot refuse a seat anymore. Only add programs on your application that you would consider for your child. 
When you are offered a seat, that is the only seat. Then, you will be waitlisted at your zoned school if you are 
offered a seat at another school. 
 
Becky-There are concerns with parents about the math program. She has heard that students are failing. It is a lot 
of critical thinking about the concept. The teachers need to explain the problems to the students in more detail. 
The teacher needs to help more with reading part of the math problems. Some children do not speak English. 
When they go to 4th grade, the grades are important for middle school. Mrs. Sainato explains that Go Math was not 
as rigorous as Eureka Math. Eureka math is more aligned with our standards. Dr. Pretto wants to create a Math 
Institute and Mrs. Bonomolo will speak more about that. Mrs. Bonomolo says that Dr. Pretto started a Math 
Institute for assistant principals this year, The idea is to help teachers develop conceptual understanding of math. 
There has been a shift to how math is taught in elementary schools. Eureka math is the best tool to prepare our 



children to take the next generation aligned state tests because the questions are conceptually based. Teachers are 
supporting students and scaffolding. If you have any questions, information will be sent home. You can always 
reach out to your child’s teacher or curriculum coach to help with support at home. 
 

III. New PTA Minutes 
*Mrs. Sainato (Principal) welcomes everyone. Pleasure to see everyone. There is so much going on. Thank You to the 

PTA and parents for their continuous support. 

The students walked for a great cause, the March of Dimes wonder walk, on October 31st. Students received a plastic 
pumpkin with goodies or a goodie bag. Our 5th graders were so happy with the Halloween dance. 

We are looking forward to our Festival of Lights. 

The 1st marking period ended on November 10th. Our 2nd marking period just started. 

Report cards-Teachers are working on completing report cards for distribution on December 5th.  District 20 updated their 

grading policy as: 45% for exams and quizzes; 25% for assignments; 25% for participation was removed and is replaced 

by projects; and 5% is homework. Grades K-1 will have scores on performance levels as 1 through 4 to score student 

performance: 1 is below grade level standards; 2 is approaching grade level standards; 3 is meeting grade level standards; 

4 is exceeding grade level standards. In grades 2-5, percentages will be used as the overall score for each core subject. 

However, Dr. Pretto did allow subcategories under each core subject to be given a performance level of 1-4. The 

performance shifted slightly with 65 to 100 as passing and 64 and below as failing. There will be a letter sent out about 

the updated grading policy.  

C30- We are getting closer to finding our 3rd Assistant Principal. Thank You to the SLT members who joined. The level 

1 process was a great success. We had five candidates, and now we have selected three to move to the next level. Level 2 

interviews happened today, where the candidates were engaged in a task and questions were answered after. The 

administration team will finalize and bring one last candidate forward. Then, SLT will reconvene to tell the members 

who the new assistant principal will be. We will be happy to announce once it is finalized. 

Middle School Applications deadline is December 1st. Salina Yuen (Parent Coordinator) has been making appointments 

to assist parents who are having difficulty completing the application or ask questions about the application process. 

Please reach out to our parent coordinator for help. 

EL education (ELA curriculum)-We have just completed a cycle. For grades 3-5, they have all block instruction, which is 

an additional literacy and language component. Also, in grades 3-5, there are district initiatives to train teachers in civics 

for all.  We believe civic education is an essential part of every student’s core academic experience. This initiative is to 

strengthen opportunities for students to develop skills and knowledge around democracy and to be engaged community 

members discussing worldwide or community-wide concerns. Civics for all is embedded in Passport, social studies 

program. In January, two students will give a speech about their concerns and possible solutions to solve this problem.  In 

June, there will be a district level presentation. Another initiative is computer science for all which offers several 

programs focused on helping students expand on computer science exposure. Mrs. Eckman (technology teacher) has been 

incorporating computer science for all into her program and students will have a higher critical level of thinking. 

Teachers who are chosen will attend meetings and turnkey to teachers on their grade. 

DESSA is coming to an end. This is our social and emotional rating tool that scores children’s social and emotional 

competencies. After the December 2nd deadline, we will review data and will discuss our tier one, two, and three 

interventions. Tier 1 is our harmony program we use schoolwide. The guidance counselors will perform tier 2 and 3 

interventions. 

Any questions? 

Kaitlyn asks about picture day, but she was having technical difficulties. Josephine responds that she received a question: 
What color are the gowns for the senior pictures? What is the background to match if they want to match the gown? Mrs. 
Sainato responds saying the gowns are a deep blue, not gold. Salina explains that the flyers were in teachers' mailboxes 
today, and the teachers did take them out. Mrs. Sainato says that families should have them by tomorrow, if they have not 
received them today. For the senior pictures, we wanted everything to be uniform for the yearbook, so that is why the 
children will be photographed in the gown. Josephine asks if they could have a separate picture with their regular clothes. 
The class picture is not with the gown. Mrs. Sainato and Rose say the only option is the one with the gown. Kaitlyn 
questions if picture retake day is the same as senior pictures, will there be a picture retake day for seniors? Mrs. Sainato 



says she is not sure if class act will have a picture retake day for seniors and asks Salina to reach out to class out for that 
information. Jennifer Amato (parent) says that the notice for picture retake says to return the previous picture, do we 
return the class photo as well? No, just everything else in the package.  

 
Mrs. Dennis-Question: When the physical education teacher is absent, is there a plan for gym? Her son says that 
they go to the auditorium. Mrs. Sainato responds that sometimes there are no substitute teachers to cover the 

program, so the students go into the auditorium with an adult supervising as they watch a movie. If there is a 

substitute, the program will continue for that day. During parent teacher conferences virtually, the health teacher 

informed her that SEL is being covered. She would like a workshop or a letter to inform parents about what is 
being taught to the children for that month, so that parents are prepared to answer questions children may have 

about what they have learned. Mrs. Sainato says that social emotional learning is part of health. It talks about 

taking care of your mind and body. Mrs. Dennis says that they have discussed cigarette tobacco in kindergarten, 

and this was concerning. The health program was provided by the city and is age appropriate. The school is 

working on a letter to families that introduces the units for each subject.  

 

Treasurer Report-Rose (Treasurer) 

• October 2022 

• Opening balance-$9,394.18 

• Total Income-$8,846.14 

• Total Expenses-$4,635.94 

• Closing balance-$13,604.38 

 
Thank you for coming tonight. We are working on getting interpreters. We apologize if anyone on here tonight 
needs an interpreter, but we do not have any available yet. We have asked for volunteers, but no one has come 
forward. 
 
School spirit wear was delivered this week. 
 
The cutest cookie, our thanksgiving/November fundraiser will be delivered on Monday. 
 
Mrs. Conlon (Pre-K teacher) will have a Veteran’s Day performance with many veterans attending. However, no 
other guests will be able to attend because it exceeds the amount of people allowed in the auditorium. 
 
Recap: 
October 31st was Halloween. We had the March of Dimes parade in the morning, and the 5th graders had a dance. 
PTA gave out pumpkins and bags with treats inside them. All the 5th graders had a great time at the dance. There 
is more to come for them. 
 
We had our boo gram fundraiser, which helped us pay for some of the pumpkins and goodies.  
 
We have ongoing snack sales on Tuesdays and Fridays, which the children love.  
 
We are still collecting memberships. 
 
Do not forget about our ongoing schoolstore.com fundraiser. 
 
Important Dates: 
-Middle School applications are open, and the deadline is Thursday, December 1st. 
-No School-Thursday, November 24th and Friday, November 25th for Thanksgiving. 
-December 1st is 5th grade picture day and picture retakes. 
-The deadline for trees and bows is next Wednesday, November 27th. We will light the trees up at our festival of 
lights on Friday, December 9th. 
 



If anyone has any questions, please let the PTA know. If there are no further questions, thank you so much for 
joining us and we will see you next month. If anyone has any questions before our next PTA meeting, please email 
us anytime at ps204pta@gmail.com. We will very quickly. If there are no other questions, the meeting is 
adjourned. 
 
Date and Time of the Next Meeting: 
The next meeting will be held on zoom on Thursday, December 15, 2022, at 7:00 P.M. 
 
The minutes were adjourned by Josephine Cangelosi at 9:04 PM. 
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